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exact figures will not he known until
the hond sale that is being advertised
i completed.

For the next year the eily eouneil
hig macle no dellnite plans, altliouzl
the budeet provides u good sum For
glreet improvement and econstiuction
work, Thit (he ehiel portion of de-
velopment next year will be centared
on the styeets in the enst and west
paris of the eity is practieally con-
eeded,  Probable improvements are
those needed on Clay, Lewis and Lyle.
Plans have been made through conn-
cilmnnie netion wherghy it will be
possible lor cement sidewalks 10 be
constrneted under the terms of the
Baneroft bonding ael, with property
owners enjoying the privilege of hond-
ing for the improvement they make,
Alvendy o nomber of property owners
have declared that they will take wd-
vantnge of this simple way of pre-
venting n direet oullay of cush eapi-
tal for sidewalk eonstroetion.

BAND MAKES HEADWAY.

Rehearsing for Concert to Be Given
in Near Future.

An unisunlly saceessful year is just
eloging for the Dallas brass hand,
whieh expeets Lo bring its work to a
very fitting climax during tha holi-
davs with n puoblie econcert ar which
the talents of the members aml the
organization as 0 whole will be shown,
For the post several weeks the mem-
hers have been practicing diligently
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Improvements.
¢ work dome 1= borne

|gave n series of oper

("hnse, semior warden:

for 1016, as the Indgemen see it
especially bright,

on o repertoive of entirely new musie,
and that their eoncert will be a sue-
oess is certain Fro mthe keon intereal
all are displaying and from the musi-
enl ability that has been brought st
by B. A, Downey, director, The bandd
mr concerts on
the eourt house square that put it
prominently hefore the public atten-
tion during the spopner months, and
alter o snceesstul sunnmer a re-organi-
gation was perfected that has mate:-
ially improved the band, New mem-
hers, as woll ns the best of those who
daved ander the old order of things,
allied themselves with the new organ-
ization under direetor, Prol.
Downey is proving o popilat and enp-
able leader amd lids seleetion of mu
as well as the way those ander
hiny present it, is greatly enjoyed by
those who hoave Heord fhe boaod sinee
the reorganization.

The Dallas band i= a publie instilu-

i ey

tion in thav is supportal by the husi-
neas interests, but ofier the first of
the yonr the eity conneil will make
mn |1Iu1|t|l|_\ appropration o cover the
(expenses of the musicians.  They have
appeared  publicly on vamons ooei-
siong, suely ag footbull gnmes, market

davs and the Tike, and made one trip
to Lebanon with the foolball team.
The members of the band as it has
heen since reorganized ate: Profesgor
B. A. Downey, director: Aungust P.
Risser, president; €. I, Willianis,
vice-president; C. F., Smith, seere-
tary; W. A. Bovdston, treasuver, and
J. R, Jumes, Arnel Wilson, Walter L.
Young, Roy W. Finsell, Osear Dom-
nschofsky, Thomns Magers, Chester
J. Biefarth, Richard R, Webster, John
W. Orr, Ralph P, Howe, Tobe Nachti-

gall, A. €. Soyder, Jack Eakin, Ray

Boydston, Will Domasehofeky, Har-
old Rich, (. D, Stewart, Merrill L.
Barber, J, Norval Gates, Will R.
Howe, Llovd Riee, J. E. Miller, Mel-
vin Dungan, Will Young nnd Floyd
Ellis. In addition to the instrumen-
tal talent in the ormunization there is
n voeal quartet that is considered ex-
cellent, and which will appear at the
concert  Lint to e given soon.
Among the voealiste who are to be
fentured are John W, Orr, A. C. Soy-|
der, J, E, Miller and C, B, Willinms.
At the piano the work of Lioyd Rice
is woellknown and his offerings will
be anoller interesting part of the pro-
paosed coneert

is

J

Encampment Elects.
At ity mrular meeting on Monday

evening La Creole éncampment, nmn

her 20, 1, O, O, F., offieers for the

ensiing vear were eleeted. Those who

will preside over the destinies of the
lodge during the vear to come are J.|
E. Sibloey, chief patriareh; 0. P
J. E. Richter,
W. Teats, high

jumior warden: A.

priest; J.F. Holman. semibe and .\n-|h'1!mx: effect wpon the prosperity o
L §

The outlovk
is |

M

ot Larson, LreRsurer,

With the induet

ins heen especially ambitious during

fler, Ash, Levens, Clay, | the past year.

Polk County Man Dead
Hop City lodge, No. 1383 of Inde-
wndence has received a  lelegram
‘rom the police of San Diego thal a
nember of the loenl lodge, F. .\ir|v|

gar, was found drowned in the hay

AL PROSPERITY PAST YEAR.

This Section to Some Extent, Not
Berigusly Felt,

(By Mavor E. C. Kirkpalriek)
A conservative statement at o con
servitive time!
las is not enjoying u Boom; the greal

tributary, that playe a most important

vity, Generally speaking, business in
Dallas is good, and it has been good
throughout the year.
business is not unprecedented, but 1
helieve 1 can say that it is somewhat
better than it was during the previjus
year, In the fuce of eonditions that
exist elsewhere that stalement is a
weighty one. Dallus is in better con-
dition, ns far as the prosperity of the
commuuity is concerned, than perhnps
puy other oity of its size in the state.

Nothing las entered into the year's
‘netivity to greatly enliven things.
Nevertheless, that business, both mer-
fenndile and industrinl, has maintained
u reasonable degree of slability is in-
{deed n great satisfaction naod a eredit
t the people of the city, when we
ilurn to cansider other seetions of the

The indvstrin]l inferests of the eity
have even been hetter off than those
tin other villey towns. The lumber
{mill has vontinued to operate and all
juthm'.—a kept busy, employing the regn-
ilar quota of hands.  Unemployment
He practically unknown, and those who
desire work here may find it ab o liv-
ing Wage, The diversity of the in-
{dustrinl life here represented is a
||m|i|| decidedly in favor of the eity.
| We could snspend the aetivity of ooe
{or mgre of these important indnstries
| without, any serious effeet, whereas, if
wit hingd omnly one mdnsiry operating
here the that one wonld
spell  progperity or poverty for the
letty,  The most apt comparison at this
Itime wonld he with the season pre-
vious. The past vear has seen prae-
tieally  as muel business transaeted
in the eity, lins seen the mpinténance
of the payrolls of the year helore,
and in many ways has been matked
by an inerease in the volume of trade.
1 eannot say {hat the ontlook 1a
painted in extraordinarily rosy hues.
I forsee, in view of what has gone
before, reazonnble prosperity for the
community, but as long as present
|eonditions prevail in other parts of
the nation and world there is little
hope for any astounding increase in
husiness activity or trade volume. On
all sides there is hope and there is
work. Those eircumstances over whieh
the people of this ¢ity have no means
of control have hud no effect upon us,
in spite of the ery of hard times that
|has swept the eountry elean of prom-
|ise and almost clean of ambition, The
[talk of hard times, it cannof be de-

siceess of

|nied, is damaging, and its acidy in-

fluence has eaten at the hear! strings
of this eity, Though, as I =ay, T feel
that its effect on Dalias has leen Jess
than on other eities. While vommer-
cinl and industrial supremaey is nol

u!l th‘nt is to be desired and for the |\hyouglost the valley a threehour |that accopt the seript send it to the
city, it goes far toward making more | (rip from Portland will be an actuali- | promoters for redemption, the ecom-

therehby n  better eily and hetter
womes, Really as things are in Dal-
lus, and with the sterling eit ship
whieh the eity enjovs, there no
reason why the next vear and every
next vear cannot be the best that Dal-
las lias known
The prosperity
Polk eounty has

in
and
o
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the eity. The eity and the city's in-
terests have combined to help the

farmer, not ouly through sales days, |
of the newly eleeted officers will come [fairs and exhibitions, but through
renewed activity, alihongh the order|good roads that they may travel to

and Trom the eity year in and vear
ont. The trade during winter months

(Conrcluded on last page)

And why not? Dal-

war has little effeet ppon the activi-
ties of the community, either one wiy
or another, so that the things that
concern us ut the year-end are only
the econdition within the boundaries
of the city proper and the conntry

part in maintaining the welfare of the

The volume of

potintry and other eities of the land. |

CHIEF 1S OPTIMIST THECOUNTYROADS

DALLAS HAS ENJOYED UNUSU- LARGE SUMS SPENT ON 'HIGH-

WAYS AND ERIDGES,

INDUSTRIAL INTERESTS ACTIVE COUNTY ERIDGE THIS YEAR.

While Stringent Times Have Aﬂemd|Road Commissioner Firm Tells The

Observer Whereas How 1915 Mon-
ey Was Expended,

Polk coundy is enguged in road con-
“|struction work that is destined to pul
it in rank with the first connties of the
stafe in point of good road mi
and to make the county the most at-
braetive in the Willamette valley to
the thousands of tourists who will
travel through this great wonderlund

beanties will be heralded to the world
lo an even greater extent than they
live been. In saying great work, it
must be borne in mind that the work
of sueh more wealthy counties as
Multnomah, or the southern Uregon
countios, where larger cities make
lnrger tax rolls and therefore more
maney for the ‘work at hond, is more
perfeet and far reaching, but ot that
Polk sounty has built and purposes
building ronds that many counties in
the same fnancial standing eannot,
or do not try to equal, The beilding
of sueh famous rosdwaye ns the Co-
Inmbia river highway and the Pacifie
high*ay, though the latter will very
possibly be vouted through Polk coun-
ty before many vears, does nol detrict
from the work done here, bot it, ratl-
er, 4 means of enbaneing the value
of and the intevést in the local rouds.
With her immense resonrces and her
goenia wonders Multnomah county is
i a better position to wdvertise her
work to fhe world. By that means
will tourists and travelers be atirnot-
el to Oregon. thence to Polk county,
where good rural bighways will have
become fumed. Most of the tonvist
travel in years tn come will be by
motorear, and the eonstantly inerens-
ing number of motor-drven velicles
makes that statemont bear dosble sig-
piflennee. The ronds of Polk eounty
will be fributary to the greal high-
wavs built by Maltnomalh connty and
by the state, and, indeed, may be de-
veloped 1o such perfection that roads
leading from other counties will he-
come tributary to these. Al any rate
sueh is the glowing posdibility if Polk
eounty is successful in o campaign to
re-ronte the Paeifie bighway through
its hounduries,

The beanties of nalure reign su-
preme along the highways and by-
wiys of the county and extend a
charming invitation o the county's
citizons, a5 well as those of other
parts of the coutry, to 1 joyous

|

+ | machinery, tile and culvert pipe used

during the years to come, when is|

clided the cost of 2600 yards of gravel
and rock used in repair work., The
ailing of fifty-two miles of highway
in different parts of the county cost
F3.000,  As a testimonial of the value
lof this work from the viewpoint of the
| farmer, or the motorist, agk one of
| them and vou will leffrn that the good
taken from the use of oiled roads was
easily worth the expenditure. Sprink-
lere were at work throughout the
[spring and early summer months in
perminently laying the dust with
eride oil, and, in eontrast to other
|vonds in the valley, toutists from out
(ol the connty were free to say thal
the muin traveled highways of Polk
county were the best in the valley.
Several bridges were construsted dur
ing the semson just past and many
others were repaired or rebuilf, post-
ing the county $0,000, The eost of

in the past season was $4,800, accord-
ing to Roadmaster Finn’s report, and
for the payment of epgineering and
supervising gkill the eounty tréasury
was ealled upon for $800, From
these figures it is to be seen that the
tolal cost of ronds and bridges in
1915 was $38,500,

For netual construetive work, how-
ever, the greater amount was expend-
¢d. Eighteen miles of standard grade
roadway were built, necessitating the
moving of approximately 00,000 yards
of earth, Thig work cost 30,000, Ten
thousand dollars were spent in erush-
ing G500 wvards of rock, which was
placed on six miles of the grade con-
strugted. Twenty-four miles of grade
were graveled in the year of 1015, and
thus were 17,000 yvards of rock used,
costing, for rock. labor and all, $17,-
500, The approximate dost of regrad-
ing 22 miles of roadway iz ploced af
| #3000, Therefore, for the construe-
|tion of roads 30,500 were spent by
the connty.

That such expenditures shoulid bring
the desired results i not to he de-
med. County Judge John B. Teal has
well expressed the desires and ambi-
tions of the county in regard to road
improvement and eonstrietion, hy
ayipg: “*We want the best roads
| possible for the money we have to
|~|'n-m[ on them, and for the money we
are spending on them we expeet nnd
|am- wetting the best ronds in the
|state,”” And in g0 saving Judze Teal
ling nlsn expressed” the desive and the
opimon of prietically every individual
in Polle county who is interested in
the upbuilding of the eounty, the pop-
nlation of her rich and fertile lnnds
and (he muintenanes of the place held
by the county ns compared with others
of the state. Though one of the small-
lest oonnties in aven Polk i1s within a
few places of the top in the matter
of road improvement and constmetion,
There are many miles yet to be
built and as many miles to be repair-
od, but with {ime, prosperity and per-
sistence this work \-rillI eventually be
necomplished and will be more to the
welfare of the ecounty than any other
1 or possible undertnking.

B

wile hours in touring them. Grain
fields, orchard lands, hop fields wnd
veritable forests primeval extend on
Polk county rouds in a riot of gay
eolors and rieh tints that the best
of landseapers wounld have diffienlty
in picturing. Slow running streams,
rushing mountain oreeks, plains, for
ests and fields eombine to give one a
choiee of any environment, or scenie
change that may be in mind. Hunt-
ing and fishing grounds that are not
excelled in the northwest send oul a
call for visitors, for sportsmen and
for nature lovers that has proved ir
resistible to those who have tried
them. Portland and other well-popu-
lated eenters are within delightful
motoring distance from these Polk
eounty attractions, and with the im-
| provement that is being made in roads

| perfect conditions and toward making | (v, vathor tlinn a hope, within n very

|nhl\rt time.
| Where the Money Went,

That Polk eouniy's boast to good
roads is not an idle one is evident
from the report of Roadmaster J.
Waldo Finn for the vear that is just
closing, showing where and how §78,-
M0 were spent on the improvement
of the rurdl highways of Lhe condly.

ately to many projects and to several
different elasses of work. To road vil-

| various other divisions of the general |
hend of road work, this 78,000 was
eredited. First, to repair and main-
tain the ronds that have been in use
215,000 was required. In this is in-

Special Offer fb'r Saturday
December Eighteen Only

This amount was divided proportion- |

ing, grading, bridge eonsiruetion, and |

et

(Continued in second section)

SORIPT I8 DENOUNCED.

Hotels of Oregon Refuse to Accept It
From Salesmen.

After a talk by Henry Serr of Dal-
ls the Oregon Hotel association, in
gession at Portland this week, went
unsgnimonsly on  record as  heing
sganinst the neceplance of so ealled
hotel seript in lien of eash for hotel
bills, Attention was called by Mr.
Serr to practice of certhin promoters
in signing up one hotel in ench town
to aeoept seript which the promoters
pell ot m diseount to eommeeinl firms,

These seript books are given to
galesmen instend of entrusting them
with eash for their expenses. Hotels

migsion exacted by the serip compan-
ies being 10 per cent gross, BSueh
hotel serip wae seored by members of
[the assomation as being highly per-
| migions, in that it took from the ho-
|lvl man profits that should rightly be

Druggist Wants To Enow,

Mr. Browersox of Monmoulh has
made inquiry of Attorney General
Brown coneerning lnwful means of de-
| naturing aleohol to make it unusuahle
for drinking and at the same fime
non-poisonous. Mr, Brown says that
the United Stales internal revenue de-
partment has several formulas for
making aleohol unfit for beverage pur-
I’bﬂﬁeﬂ and that several of the formn-
as are non-poisonous, The Monmonth
pharmarist explains that he wishes 1o
earry aleohol in stoek for bathing and
antiseptic purposes, but says that the
usual method of mixing wood and
grain aleohol results in a deadly pois-

WINS BACK BABE

JUDGE BELT REVERSED IN BOW-
ERB' CHILD CASE.

JUVENILE COURTGETE OUSTODY

Lengthy Legal Battle for Possossion
of Marion Bowers, Takes Her
From Custody of Grants.

The supreme conrt on Tueaday held
that the juvenile ecourt of Multnomah
county and not the comty oourt of
Polk eounty lhas exelusive jurisdietion
in the case of Marion Bowers, aged
four years, over whose enstody & con-
froversy has been waged for two
vears, The astion of Cireuit Judge
Balt in dismissing n habess corpus
petition of Mollie Bowers, mother of
the child, who contended that the
Polk county court had no authority
to decide who was n fit and proper
person to have the care of the ehild
and that such exelusive jurisdiction
wos vested in the Multnomah eounty
court, was reversed.

July 1, 1918, the Portland juvenile
court made an order awarding the
mother the enstody of the child until
further order of the courf. Mr. and
Mrs, John Stump, grandparents of
the child, had agreed to take the
child, the order said. In November,
1013, Mrs, Bowers left the ehild with
Mr, and Mrs, Milt B, Grant of this
city, however, About February 1,
1014, Mys, Bowers demanded posses-
gion of the child ond My Grant rve-
fused to surrender her. Therenpon
the mother undertook to spirvit the
ehild awny to Portland, but was un-
pucecssful.

On September 25, 1014, the eounty
eourt of Polk connty made an order
giving Mr. and Mrs. Grant eustody of
the child, On February 9 the Muli-
nomah eounty eonrt made n new orvder
and recited that John Stump, grand-
father of the ebild, bad died since the
first order wus issned. and that Mol-
lie Bowers, the mather, was in 4 po-
sition to give the ¢hild a good home,
and revoked the order ns fo giving
the child to the Stumps. Thereafter
Mra, Bowers sfarted n linbeas corpus
cnsn, The court holds in an opinion
by Chief Justiee Moore, that o per-
mit any wther court than that which
hnd original jurisdietion to interfers
with o ward, when duoly adjndged to
be sueh, would ereate interminable
difioulties.

As a result of the decision, Mr. and
Mrs. Grant, who have had charge of
the ehild for two years, must sur
render her to her mother, and if they
wish to regain her custody thdy must
apply to the juvenile court of Mult-
nomah eounty. Walter L. Toowe, Jr.,
lins represented the Multnomah eoun-
ty juvenile court {hroughout the pro-
ceedings and J, E. Sibley and G, O,
Holman have handled the ease for
Mr. and Mrs, Grant,

BOOKS BHOW MANY VISITORS,

More Than 11,000 Place

on Rogisters in 1915,
Between January 1, 1915, and De-
cember 11 of the same year, 0,211
names were written on the register at
Ginil hotel, the greater number of
which persons were visitors to Dallas.
But this is not indicative of the bus
iness transacled during this period,
for, necording to Mr. Serr, the land-
lord, more than three tines that num-
ber of “‘loeals’ took meals al the
hostelry without registering, Adding
to this an estimated number of 2,000
rogistering ot The Imperial during
the nine months that that hotel wns
open during the year, brings the num-
ber of visitors to Dallas botels up to
the handsome figure of more than 11,
M,
Dallas is sonsidered one of the best
towns in the valley from the commer-
einl tourists’ standpoint, and the
knight of the grip is lnrgely in evie
denee on the rogister al the Gail.
While other towns in (his territory
have been oppressed by stringent 6-
naneinl conditions of the past year
Dallas has more than held ils own,
and is coming out of the depression
with her colors flying, Like an eagle
pluming its wings for n higher flight,
Dallas 15 planning new thingy for the
future that cannot fail to be of ma
terial bensfit to the community,

Mink Kills
A mink "broke into the pouliry
house of C, K. MePherren at Falls
City and killed and sueked the blood
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